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Offices Closed 
Our offices will be 
closed on Thursday, 
December 24, and 
Friday, December 25, 
in observance of the 
Christmas holiday.

Pee Dee Electric Provides 
Economic Boost to Town 
of Lilesville 
Concern for community – it’s the seventh 

principle on which electric cooperatives are 
founded, and Pee Dee Electric prides itself 

on helping the communities we serve. That is 
why when the Town of Lilesville saw a need for 
a new garbage truck and garbage carts for  
its citizens, Pee Dee Electric assisted with a 
USDA loan. 

Through the USDA Rural Economic De-
velopment Loan and Grant program, Pee Dee 
Electric provided a zero-interest loan in the 

amount of $151,100 
to the Town of Liles-
ville for the purchase 
of a new rear-load 
garbage truck along 
with 300 match-
ing garbage carts. 
The USDA program 
provides loans for 
projects that will 
expand and enhance 
rural communities’ 
jobs and services. 

“The new truck 
will improve sanitation and improve safety for 
the employees of the town,” explained Marty 
Morton, maintenance manager and fire chief for 

the town. “The added carts would also create a 
unified look for our residents.”

This is not the first time the Town of Liles-
ville participated in the USDA loan and grant 
program. In 2014, the cooperative provided a 
USDA loan for the expansion of the Lilesville 
Fire Department. 

“By expanding the fire department’s facility, 
the staff was able to become certified in dive and 
water rescue,” said Morton. “This was a commu-
nity need because of the amount of people that 
utilize the area for water recreation.” 

By pursuing these economic development 
opportunities, the cooperative is striving to make 
strategic economic investments that will help at-
tract and retain new opportunities for the region.

Through the USDA 
Rural Economic 
Development Loan 
and Grant program, 
Pee Dee Electric 
provided a zero-
interest loan in the 
amount of $151,100.
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Looking Back on the  
Unforgettable Year of 2020

W ith the holiday season 
upon us and the New 
Year just around the cor-

ner, I can’t help but reflect on the 
gratitude I feel for our community. 
I think most will agree this has 
been a year like no other — cer-
tainly in my lifetime. And while 
we’ve seen our share of challenges, 
I am heartened by the ways in 
which we have all pulled together 
to make our community stronger. 

In March, decisions were made 
to close our offices, send some 
employees to remote work, and 
space our operational employees 
out to help slow the spread of 
COVID-19. Like many of you, 
I thought this would only last a 
few weeks or maybe months. As I 
write this article in late October, I 
cannot believe what this year has 
brought. However, what I can be-
lieve is our communities’ resiliency 
and strength during these unprec-
edented times. 

To assist members that were 
facing financial hardships, Pee 
Dee Electric Board of Directors 
postponed a planned rate increase. 
They also suspended disconnects 
for nonpayment and waived late 
fees and penalties for members for 
a significant period of time during 
the year. Payment options are still 
available for members to repay any 
debt incurred due to COVID-19. 
Our member service representa-

tives are here and ready to work 
with members who may still be 
facing difficulty.

Even during a global pandem-
ic, storm season does not relent. 
The Easter storm that occurred 
in early April left thousands of 
our members without power and 
posed a new problem for the 
cooperative — how do we safely 
protect our employees from a 
virus and restore power as safe 
and quickly as possible? The Pee 
Dee Electric linemen successfully 
performed their storm restoration 
safety procedures while following 
social distancing guidelines. They 
refrained from interacting with 
members and if you know our 
linemen, you know how difficult 
that can be!

Pee Dee Electric also an-
nounced the purchase of land for 
an industrial park and the con-
struction of a new co-op facility to 
be located on U.S. Highway 74 in 
Lilesville. Our Board of Directors 
had an ongoing discussion about 
an industrial park in the county 
as a way to create jobs and spur 
economic activity. The project is 
not just an investment in Anson 
County, but also for the surround-
ing areas. Right now, we need jobs 
more than ever. 

Our educators did not know 
what the school year would bring 
or when they would be back in the 

classroom, but that did not stop 
many of them from taking the 
time to apply for our Bright Ideas 
Education Grants. This year, we 
awarded more than $14,000 total 
to 11 teachers for creative and 
innovative classroom projects that 
bring learning to life and stimu-
late our young people’s minds (see 
page 19). 

As we enter the month of 
December, I believe we need this 
Christmas season more than ever. 
Through the birth of Jesus, we are 
given many great gifts — one of 
those being the gift of hope. For 
most (if not all) people, 2020 has 
been a very difficult year. While 
the pandemic has touched our 
lives in so many different ways, 
hope comes in many different 
forms. Whether it is hope for 
healing, comfort, peace, worldwide 
victory over the pandemic and a 
return to normalcy in our lives, 
forgiveness or renewed faith, your 
hope and my hope is found in 
the manger. Let this Christmas 
season be a season of hope and 
joy in your lives — focusing on the 
blessings in our lives rather than 
the challenges we face. Merry 
Christmas!

CEO’S COMMENTS Donnie Spivey, CEO and Executive Vice President
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Anson County Winners—Peachland Polkton Elementary: Wendy Hildreth, Kelly Miles, Alice Carpenter and Lora Wyatt; Anson High School:  
Patty Livingston; Lilesville Elementary: Kayla Boerner; Ansonville Elementary: Justin Jones

Richmond County Winners—Washington Street Elementary: Whitney Smith; Morrison Correctional Institute School: Elizabeth Carriker; 
Fairview Heights Elementary: Rhonda Jenkins; West Rockingham Elementary: Jill Buck

Scotland County 
Winner—
Laurel Hill 
Elementary:  
Dina M. Gunnells

Stanly County 
Winners—
Stanly Middle 
School: Tamara H. 
Furr; South Stanly 
High School: 
Casey Lemons

Pee Dee Electric Celebrates  
the 2020 Bright Ideas Winners! 
Pee Dee Electric “socially distanced” and surprised educators who won 2020 Bright Ideas 
Grants! This year, we awarded $14,115 in Bright Ideas education grants to 11 local teachers 
to fund engaging projects for their students. More than 1,000 students at schools in Anson, 
Richmond, Scotland and Stanly counties will benefit from these grants.
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To learn more about how  
Pee Dee Electric is here for you, 
please follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter @PeeDeeElectric,  
and on Instagram @PeeDeeEMC. 

Visit our website at pdemc.com 
or call our offices at  
1-800-992-1626.
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Decorate Your Home Safely 
This Holiday Season

 �Never throw holiday lights or other decorations into trees near 
power lines.
 �Be especially careful when working near power lines attached to 
your house. Keep ladders, equipment, and yourself at least 10 feet 
from all power lines.
 �Use only lights, cords, animated displays, and decorations rated  
for outdoor use. Follow the manufacturer's instructions on how 
to use them.
 �Cords should be plugged into outlets equipped with Ground 
Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs). Use a portable GFCI if your 
outdoor outlets are not equipped with them.
 �Do not staple or nail through light strings or electrical cords, and 
do not attach cords to utility poles.
 �Outdoor holiday lights are for seasonal use, up to 90 days. Bring 
them inside after the holidays.
 �Avoid decorating outside on windy or wet days. Choose to deco-
rate in favorable weather conditions and during daylight hours.

When decorating inside or outside, follow these measures:
 �Do not string together more than three standard-size sets of 
lights.
 �Make sure extension cords are in good condition, are UL- 
approved, and rated to carry the electrical load you will connect  
to them.
 �Match plugs with outlets. Do not force a three-pronged plug 
into a two-pronged outlet or extension cord.
 �Always unplug lights—indoors and out—before going to bed or 
leaving your home.

When decorating with holiday lights indoors, some additional  
considerations to keep in mind:

 �Keep electric cords away from high-traffic areas, and do not run 
them through doorways or hide them under rugs or carpets.
 �Do not let children or pets play with light strings or electrical  
decorations.
 �Do not overload outlets. Use surge protector strips if multiple 
outlets are needed.
 �Place fresh-cut trees away from heat sources, such as heat  
registers, fireplaces, radiators, and televisions. Water your fresh-
cut tree frequently.


