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Offices Closed
Our offices will be 
closed on Monday, 
September 7, in 
observance of  
Labor Day.

continued on page 20

Hurricane Season:  
The Preparation and the  
Heroes That Help Keep Us Safe
Being prepared for hurricane season and 
knowing what to do in the aftermath can 
mean the difference between survival 
and a tragedy.

L ine workers are often called storm soldiers 
because they have the knowledge, training, 
and courage to head into the immediate 

aftermath of a severe storm in order to help 
others. They face numerous dangers as they 
restore power to communities by clearing any 
lines or equipment that pose a risk to public 
safety, reconnecting downed lines, and repairing 
damaged equipment.

The time it takes to restore power can vary 
widely depending on the extent of storm’s 
destruction, the number of outages, and when it 
becomes safe for utility personnel to get to the 
damaged areas. Whether it is hours or days, it 
always pays to be prepared.

Create an emergency kit that includes:
 � Important documents sealed in a watertight 
plastic bag
 �Cash
 �Enough non-perishable food, water and  
medication for at least three days
 �First-aid kit

Staying Safe 
Until Power is Restored

There are many steps in the assessment and restoration 
process—clearing downed power lines; ensuring public health 
and safety facilities are operational; checking power stations 
and transformers; repairing transmission lines, substations, and 
distribution lines; and getting power restored to consumers 
within the various damaged areas. 

Drinking water & food 
Blankets, pillows, & clothing 
Basic first-aid supplies
Prescriptions
Basic toiletries
Flashlights 
Battery-operated radio
Battery-operated clock
Extra supply of batteries 
Phone
Cash and credit cards
Emergency numbers
Important documents (in a 
waterproof container)
Toys, books, & games
Baby supplies 
Pet supplies 

Stay safe until we can restore 
power to you. We and our 
partner Safe Electricity 
recommend the following 
safety precautions:

#? 

How long it takes to get your power restored 
depends on:

the extent of the storm’s destruction
the number of outages
when it becomes safe for utility 
personnel to get to the damaged areas

Storm Safety Kit

For more information, visit:

Stay far away and keep others away from 
downed power lines. Just because they are
damaged does not mean they are dead!
Never enter a flooded room if electrical outlets 
are submerged. The water could be energized.
Do not turn power off if you must stand in 
water to do so.
Before entering storm-damaged buildings, 
make sure electricity and gas are turned off.
If you clean-up outdoors after a storm, do not
use electric equipment when it is wet out.
If you are driving and come upon a downed 
power line, stay away and keep others away. 
Contact emergency personnel or your utility 
company to address the downed power line. 
If your vehicle comes in contact with a downed 
power line, do not leave the car! Wait for 
utility professionals to make sure the power 
line is de-energized before exiting the car.
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Make Your Voice Heard 

There’s an old political say-
ing, “if you’re not at the 
table, you’re on the menu.” 

This adage is the perfect answer 
to the question, “why vote?” It’s 
a blunt description of what hap-
pens when you don’t engage in 
the political process. 

If you don’t vote, you’re not 
only missing the opportunity to 
support a candidate that shares 
your views and concerns, you’re 
allowing others to chart a course 
that impacts your future. That’s 
why we’re encouraging all Pee Dee 
Electric members to recognize 
National Voter Registration Day 
on September 22, 2020. Whether 
you’re registering yourself or others 
to vote, or helping members of our 
community get organized, there are 
many ways to get involved. 

Your vision, your vote
While local elections may not 
be as exciting as the high-profile 
presidential election, they are just 
as critical. Local elections have a 
direct impact on your community 

and on your qual-
ity of life. 

Like the 
national level, 
local elections 
represent who we 
are as a com-
munity, and more 
importantly, 
where we want 
to go. Whether 
it’s an election for 
a mayor, sheriff, 
state representa-

tive, school board, or an electric 
co-op board member, your vision for 
the community is tied to your vote. 

Voting keeps elected offi-
cials accountable. Elections are 
a direct and 
tangible source 
of feedback. 
For example, 
Pee Dee 
Electric board 
members pro-
vide strategic 
guidance on 
the direction of 
the co-op and 
how it serves 
the community. Local board 
members embody the voice and 
identity of the community.

Staying in sync  
with the community
Ultimately, the role of the co-op 
board is governance. While day-
to-day decisions are made by our 
employees, bigger decisions are 
made by the board, whose  

mission is to look out for the  
vitality of the co-op and the  
members we serve. Pee Dee 
Electric board members provide 
their perspective on community 
priorities, thereby enabling us to 
make more informed decisions on 
long-term investments.

A strong voter turnout shows 
investment in the community and 
ensures that a diverse number of 
views are represented. The whole 
community benefits when more 
people participate in the process, 
because greater numbers reflect a 
consensus on the direction of the 
future and the will of the people.

By voting in national, state and 
local elections, you are serving as 

a role model 
for your family, 
friends and col-
leagues. The act 
of voting dem-
onstrates your 
support for the 
community and 
helps officials 
chart a course 
for the future. 
Democracy is 

not a spectator sport. Research 
candidates, learn about issues that 
are on the ballot and get out and 
vote!

To learn more about National 
Voter Registration Day or to get 
involved, visit the website  
nationalvoterregistrationday.org. 

CEO’S COMMENTS Donnie Spivey, CEO and Executive Vice President

“The act of voting demon-
strates your support for 
the community and helps 
officials chart a course 
for the future. Democracy 
is not a spectator sport.”
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Considering 
Driving Electric?
National Drive Electric Week 2020 is  

Sept. 26-Oct. 4, and Pee Dee Electric is joining 
a nationwide celebration to highlight the many 

benefits of driving electric. 
Electric vehicles have a lot to offer. They are fun 

to drive, with faster acceleration and a more respon-
sive, zippy feel behind the wheel. Powering a car with 
electricity is cheaper than powering it with gas, so they 
cost less to run. Electric vehicles are also convenient. 
Most people charge their vehicles at home, which 
eliminates trips to the gas station, and they also tend 
to have fewer parts, which means less maintenance 
and no oil changes. They also contribute to a brighter 
environmental and economic future by reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions while also decreasing our 
dependence on foreign oil and supporting local com-
merce and tourism.

Pee Dee Electric is taking steps to make it more 
convenient than ever to drive an electric vehicle. We 
are partnering with other electric cooperatives across 
North Carolina to build an electric vehicle charg-
ing network that allows EV drivers to easily travel 
throughout our state and visit co-op communities. 
This network includes the DC Fast charging station 
we have installed at our Wadesboro office on HWY 52 
South and near US HWY 74.

Your electric cooperative also offers a one-time 
rebate credit of $150 on your power bill when you  
purchase your EV. If you’re considering driving 
electric, please contact us at 704-694-2114 for more 
information or visit pdemc.com. 

Option

1
Option

2

Option

3
You can agree to a COVID Repayment Plan. 
This plan will allow you to pay the past due 
balance in equal monthly installments over the 
next nine months with no interest charges or 
late fees. 

The entire past due amount associated with 
the COVID Repayment Plan must be paid in 
full by May 31, 2021.  Failure to pay the entire 
past due amount by this date will result in 
interest fees and penalties being added to the 
balance, and may result in disconnection of 
service for non-payment.

Any billed amounts due after September 2020 
must be kept current, including the required 
installment payments related to the COVID 
Repayment Plan. 

If your account becomes delinquent, becomes 
subject to disconnection, or if the account is 
canceled for any reason, the entire balance is 
due immediately. 

9
Months

to Repay

Example: If your account is $200 past due, you 
will pay $22 each month beginning in September.

$200
past due 
amount

9
months

$22
payment

per month + 
current balance 

due

=
(Includes one-month deferment)

PEE DEE ELECTRIC
COVID-19 REPAYMENT PLANS
Per Governor Cooper’s executive order 142, utilities suspended disconnects for 
nonpayment until July 29, 2020. Pee Dee Electric will continue to suspend 
disconnects for nonpayment until September 1, 2020. No late fees will be 
charged until 2021.
Below, members can find three options that can be used to repay the past 
due amount.

Convert your account to a prepay plan, which 
allows you to use any existing security deposit 
to the past due debt.  15% of all payments 
made will go towards the past due debt for six 
months. After six months, 25% will go towards 
the past due.

You must speak with a Member Service Representative        to 
establish your preferred option. If Pee Dee Electric does not 
hear from you, you will automatically be enrolled in the COVID 
Repayment Plan outlined below in Option 3.

You can pay the full amount due on your 
billing statement. This includes the current and 
past due amount.

/
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To learn more about how  
Pee Dee Electric is here for you, 
please follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter @PeeDeeElectric,  
and on Instagram @PeeDeeEMC. 

Visit our website at pdemc.com 
or call our offices at  
1-800-992-1626.

Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

Attention Educators, 
Bright Ideas Deadline 
Approaching Soon!
It’s the final call for Bright 
Ideas Education Grant ap-
plications! Educators with 
innovative ideas for hands-on 
classroom projects can apply 
for a Bright Ideas grant of up 
to $2,000 from Pee Dee Elec-
tric until September 18. Inter-
ested teachers can find the 
application, grant-writing tips 
and other helpful information 
at ncbrightideas.com. Educators 
may apply for the grants as 
individuals or as a team. 

continued from page 17

 �Battery-powered radio
 �Flashlight
 �Extra batteries
 �Personal hygiene items
 �Extra clothes and blankets
 �Food and other supplies  
for pets

Stay Vigilant 
Even after a storm passes, it can 
leave hazards in its wake. Stay far 
away from all downed lines and 
any objects they are touching. If 
you see a downed power line, call 

911 to notify emergency person-
nel and the utility immediately.

Do not venture out on roads 
after a storm unless you have to. 
If your vehicle comes in contact 
with a downed power line, do 
not leave the car. Downed power 
lines can still carry electricity, and 
while you are safe inside your 
vehicle, creating two points of 
contact by touching the surround-
ing ground could result in shock 
or electrocution. Wait for utility 
and emergency professionals to 
make sure the power line is de-
energized before exiting the car.

needs license


